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Child welfare veteran joins OYA to manage three Southern Oregon offices

A Coos Bay resident with more than 25 years’ experience as a child welfare
worker and supervisor will join the Oregon Youth Authority Feb. 28 as supervisor
of field offices in Coos, Curry and Douglas counties.

Kevin Gibson, an Oregon Department of Human Services (DHS) employee since
1985, will be field supervisor for OYA parole and probation offices in North Bend,
Gold Beach and Roseburg.

“Kevin Gibson brings a wealth of supervisory experience and solid knowledge of
the youth-serving system,” said OYA Director Colette S. Peters. “He has earned a
reputation as a team player and team builder who has forged valuable
professional relationships with agencies, providers and others who work with
youth in the three Southern Oregon counties.”

Gibson has worked for DHS in Coos Bay since 2001. Most recently he was
community development coordinator working out of the Newmark Center,
developing partnerships with community agencies and businesses, recruiting and
training volunteers and interns to support DHS client services, and coordinating
established services and developing new ones.

After serving in the Peace Corps, Gibson began his career in 1984 as a counselor
of adolescents at the Bob Belloni Shelter in Coos Bay. He joined DHS in 1985 as a
child protective services worker in Coos Bay, and also worked for the agency in a
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variety of staff and supervisory roles in Roseburg, Hillsboro, Portland and St.
Helens.

Gibson’s work with delinquent youth includes having been co-manager of a
diversion program for delinquent youth in Washington County, intake supervisor
for the Douglas County Juvenile Department, and liaison with OYA and county
juvenile departments in his child protective services roles.

As an OYA field office supervisor Gibson will be responsible for about a dozen
juvenile parole and probation officers and support staff.

Gibson earned a bachelor’s degree in social science from Oregon College of
Education and a master’s in correctional administration from Western Oregon
State College (both now Western Oregon University) in Monmouth.

OYA supervises approximately 1,100 youth on probation and parole in
communities across Oregon, and has custody of approximately 900 offenders
ages 12-24 in correctional and transitional facilities in Albany, Burns, Florence,
Grants Pass, La Grande, Salem, Tillamook, Warrenton and Woodburn.
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