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MaclLaren Youth Correctional Facility names mentor Volunteer of the Year

A former Woodburn resident who mentored youth at the
MacLaren Youth Correctional Facility — and assisted youth
even after they left the facility — has been named volunteer of
the year.

James Anstey sought the commitment of youth by asking that
they write an essay describing why they wanted a mentor, and

he said his own background enabled him to relate to the youth
he mentored.

“He is able to mentor youth nonjudgmentally while holding them accountable for
their behavior,” said MaclLaren’s chaplain and volunteer coordinator, the Rev.
Craig Cutting. “He also became a volunteer with the Oregon Department of
Corrections so he could continue to mentor a youth who was transferred to the
Oregon State Penitentiary, and he worked with an OYA parole officer to continue
meeting with a youth who was released to the community.”

Anstey recently moved to Fresno where his wife, Susan, also a MacLaren
volunteer, is enrolling in a graduate program. He said he will continue to mentor
youth at MaclLaren on his Oregon visits, however.

“I was able to really relate to the youth in MacLaren because of what | went
through in my life,” Anstey said. “I would offer them a glimpse of hope, ‘If this can


mailto:jim.sellers@oya.state.or.us

"o

happen to me it can happen to you.”” He said he told youth, “You are who you

associate with, it’s very important that you understand that.”

Among Anstey’s other contributions, besides mentoring, were assisting a youth in
the community on his first day after release from Maclaren, recruiting and
assisting new volunteers, and bringing a Christian motorcycle group onto the
MacLaren campus. “The bikes were a way for youth to connect with responsible
adults while enjoying really cool machines,” Cutting said.

Volunteers support OYA’s mission to protect the public and reduce crime by
holding youth accountable and providing opportunities for reformation in safe
environments. OYA has custody of approximately 750 youth ages 12 to 24 in
correctional and transitional facilities in Albany, Burns, Florence, Grants Pass, La
Grande, Salem, Tillamook, Warrenton and Woodburn. OYA juvenile probation and
parole officers supervise an additional 1,050 youth on probation and parole in
communities throughout Oregon.



