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The Kern County Sheriff’s Office is committed to work in partnership with our community to enhance the safety, security, and quality of life for the 
residents and visitors of Kern County through professional public safety services. 

 

 
 Cross-gender “PAT” Searches and  

Searches of Transgender or Intersex Inmates 
 

 
Pat-Down Search: A search in which 
the officer feels a subject’s body over 
the subject’s clothing in an attempt to 
detect contraband. 
 
Transgender: A person whose gender 
identity or internal sense of feeling male 
or female is different from the person’s 
assigned sex at birth. 
 
Intersex: A person who’s sexual or 
reproductive anatomy or chromosomal 
pattern does not seem to fit typical 
definitions of male or female. 
 
PREA Standard § 115.15 Limits to 
cross-gender viewing and searches. 
(f) The agency shall train security staff in 
how to conduct cross-gender pat-down 
searches, and searches of transgender 
and intersex inmates, in a professional 
and respectful manner, and in the least 
intrusive manner possible, consistent 
with security needs. 
 
DBPPM C-500 Searches – General 
Procedure A: 

 When feasible, pat-down searches 
will be conducted by an officer of the 
same sex as the inmate being 
searched. 

 Male officers will not conduct pat-
down searches of female inmates 
unless a female officer is not  

 

 
available and an exigent  
circumstance exists that requires the 
search be carried out immediately. 

 
DBPPM P-410 Gender Identity 
Committee (GIC) 
Directive #3: 

 - transgender and intersex inmates 
will be provided the opportunity to 
express gender preference of staff 
that will conduct pat-down searches 
of their person. 

 
A search by both male and female staff 
of a transgender female inmate with 
breasts and male genitalia is no longer 
an acceptable practice.  
 
Transgender or Intersex inmates should 
be searched by one staff member of the 
same gender as that listed on booking 
paperwork or in CJIS, unless; 

 The inmate objects and a supervisor 
approves an opposite gender 
preference search request. 

 The inmate has a GIC search 
preference listed in CJIS. 

 
In either instance searches of 
transgender or intersex inmates shall be 
done in a respectful and professional 
manner. If the inmate has breasts, 
search; 

 without cupping or tactile touching  

 using the outside blade of the hand  
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 place the blade against the chest 
and back of hand next to the breast 

 move the hand in a sweeping motion 
under the breast toward the outside 
of the body 

 repeat for the other breast 

 pat other areas such as the back, 
sides and underarms using a flat 
hand 

 searches of the groin area should be 
done by placing a flat hand against 
the inside of the leg, and moved 
upward so that when at the groin 
area the back of the hand is toward 
the genitals. 

 
Wigs, breast binders, or breast 
prosthesis should be removed in private.  
 
When dressing out, if the transgender or 
intersex inmate has enlarged breasts a 
bra may be issued.   
 
 
 
 
 

IMPORTANT 

Please SIGN IN to acknowledge your reading after reviewing  

the Training Bulletin 14-51: Cross-gender “PAT” Searches  

and Searches of Transgender or Intersex Inmates 
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