Dynamics of Sexual Abuse
There are many reasons why offenders may engage in sexual activity.  These may include pleasure, love, to trade or barter, expressions of self, the thrill of breaking the rules, social dominance and control, procreation, the promise of protection, or because they are forced to.  While these reasons can motivate male and female offenders, the dynamics generally play out differently for male and females.

Male-on-Male – offenders may feel disempowered and try to gain control over other male offenders.
Terms and Concepts Generally Associated with Male Offender Populations
	“Perpetrators” – history of violent crimes, repeat or long-term offenders who are familiar with confinement culture, large in stature, confident, gang affiliations, social status within the facility.
	“Victims” – non-violent crimes, first time offenders and unfamiliar with confinement culture, younger, smaller in stature, possessing feminine characteristics, mental or physical disability
	“Caste System” – masculine traits of violence, power and aggression are highly prized, feminine traits of submission, cowardice and weakness are despised
	“Manhood” – notion of one’s manhood being tied to a masculine role, being a “man” involves being the perpetrator rather than the perpetrated
	“Real Man” – a person that has been perpetrated has lost his right to call himself a man and is cast into a feminine role
	“Hooking Up” – attempt to avoid being assaulted by hooking up (protective pairing) with a strong or aggressive offender
	“Punk” – offender considered to be weak, subjected to long-term sexual assault with the possibility of being used or “traded” to known perpetrators
__________________________________________________________________________________________
Female-on-Female – less about aggression and more about the relational context
Terms and Concepts Generally Associated with Female Offender Populations
“Prison Family” – female takes on a role such as husband, wife, mother, father and child, may be sexual and provide a network of close bonds that nurture the younger, less experienced females
	“One-on-One” – often referred to as coupling, “gay for the stay” concept
	“Non-Sexual” – female offenders may form deep attachments to may appear sexual (holding hands, hugging), important to not assume they are sexually involved
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