PREA Training Group Exercise/Scenarios

Depending upon the size of the class, break into groups of five.  One person in each group should be the designated note taker and another will be the spokesperson.  Each group will receive a short synopsis.  They are to discuss within their group what they believe a staff person should do.  All of these situations have occurred with OYA staff and/or offenders.  

1) An offender writes you a note telling you that he/she has feelings for you that go beyond thinking you’re a good staff.

2) You become aware that an offender’s term of probation with the courts has expired or been terminated.  The supervising PO reports knowing this but he/she has not told the offender because he/she wants the offender to believe they are still on probation.  The PO believes that if he/she were aware his/her probation had been terminated he/she would use drugs and drop out of school.  The offender has one month left until graduation and the offender’s parent asked the PO to do this.

3) An offender asks you for permission to use the internet at a staff work station.  The offender tells you he/she needs to work on a school project and his/her primary allow him/her to do this all the time.  The primary is on vacation and won’t be back for a week.  You have seen the primary and offender working at this computer on multiple occasions.

4) It is a hot summer day and some offenders received sun burns while playing baseball.  An offender asks you to apply lotion to his/her shoulders because they can’t do it alone.  You have seen other staff do this.

5) You overhear a staff person referring to an offender as boyfriend/girlfriend, sweetie and honey.  You have known this staff person to get along with everyone and often refers to you with similar terms of affection.

6) You know that an offender’s family is no longer involved in his/her life because of the crime he/she committed.  It is the holiday season and he/she will not be receiving gifts.  A staff purchases the offender a sweater from their favorite sports team, the Oregon Ducks.  The sweater was on sale for $10.

7) While checking for contraband you locate a note under an offender’s bed.  In this note the offender reports that two offenders have been sneaking into each other’s beds at night and making out.  The offender who wrote the note is always lying and is on the lowest behavioral level.

8) You’re looking at your co-worker’s Facebook account and you notice the names of former OYA youth are listed in their friends section.

9) You turn on the lights in the high-tag room and two offenders are sitting close to one another on the couch.

10) You notice a teacher turn his/her back to the classroom and place his/her hand on the knee of an offender for an extended period of time. 
